
Background Report: The Burg-Moton House, c. 1760 © SACA Development Corp. 

Research is ongoing. 

Some property records 

must be confirmed.  

Additional information 

and/or corrections are 

welcome. 

Above: Reproduction of commemorative marker installed at 515 Howard Avenue (formerly Middle Street) Lancaster, PA. This marker and Background Report 

are part of a series of community history initiatives undertaken in connection with the Commemorative Marker Program of Southeast Lancaster, sponsored 

by SACA Development Corp. with the support of grants from Wells Fargo Regional Foundation and Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 

Development. Sources of images are shown on the pages where those photographs or illustrations appear. Research support by the following members of 

the African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania and members of the Southeast Lancaster Oral History Project: Leroy T. Hopkins, Jr. PhD, 

Gerald Wilson, Nelson Polite, Jr. Research, photography & design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA, with advise and guidance from Ste-

phen Campbell, current property owner, May 2022. 
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T here are many examples of early homeowner-

ship by families and individuals of African de-

scent throughout the Mussertown and Adamstown 

neighborhoods of the historic City of Lancaster. 

These families were able to acquire their homes in 

the 18th century due to employment opportunities 

in extraction industries, manufacturing and various 

services that provided sufficient income, according 

to tax and census records. Some are described in 

this report. 

T he Burg-Moton dwelling is notable because of its association with Christian Burg, 

See Site No. 9—African American Domestic Spaces-Page 5. And Charles Moton, a 

Civil War veteran. This home continues today as a residence and is one of the few exist-

ing homes in the southeast area that has been restored its original appearance as a mid-

18th century story and a half log home. This was a common style of home throughout 

this area of the City which was settled during this early period. Many homes of this origi-

nal construction and style still exist behind modern exterior siding materials. 

From "Old Lancaster: Tales and Traditions" by William Frederic 

Worner, Librarian, Lancaster County Historical Society. Published       

by the Author, Lancaster, PA, 1927 
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A t the time of the 1820 ordinance requiring free people of color to "appear 
before the Mayor and enter their Names," African Americans lived in all four 

quadrants of the borough. Included in the ranks of free black property owners 
were James Clendenin and Benjamin Galloway (of Middle Street); Dinah McIntire 
of Strawberry and Vine; Joseph Aarons of Spring Garden (probably present-day 
Lemon Street); and the family of Issac and Charlotte Gilmore on Water Street. 

According to the Negro Entry Book, a number of African Americans lived in houses 
on Middle Street (present day Howard Avenue). Further research may reveal that 
some of those houses are still standing today. In any event, the combination of 
extant buildings that are comparable to the ones lived in by African Americans 
(identified in the 1798 and 1815 Federal Direct tax Lists and other property rec-
ords) and household lists (drawn from the Negro Entry Book) make it possible to 
reconstruct African American residence patterns. 

 

1. William Montgomery House, 19-21 S. Queen Street 

NEB 96:  Dinah Gillepsy, negress, aged about twenty-eight years, resides 
with William Montgomery.Esq., by occupation a house servant, 
has no family [June 9, 1820] 

NEB 104: Thomas Johnson, mulatto, aged about twenty nine years, resides 
with William Montgomery, Esq., by occupation a house servant, 
has a wife named Maris Johnson who is also hired with Mr. 
Montgomery & has no other family [June 30, 1820] 

African American Domestic Spaces 
Itinerary for a Walking Tour - Excerpts from Negro Entry Book, 1820 

 

By Dr. Tracey Weis, Millersville University 
September 25, 2000 

2. Pennsylvania Arms [Slaymaker Tavern],  E. King Street 

"Since Samuel Slaymaker owned a public house in the first block of East King, it 
seems likely that this tavern or public house provided temporary shelter for 
Bethel's small congregation [from 1817-1821]." (Leroy Hopkins)   

Henry Slaymaker held the license for the tavern and Samuel Slaymaker was the 
landlord in 1815, and again in 1825. (Ellis & Evans) 

NEB: 22, 25, 26, 42, 43, 61, 93, 189, 214, and 219 include mention of living with 
Samuel Slaymaker (25 & 26 in Orange Street); occupations reported include house 
servant, cook, kitchen servant, and waiter. 

3. Peter Biers House, 111 Church Street  

NEB 83:  Ellen Curry, widow, mulatto, widow aged about forty years, re-
sides in Peter Biers' house in Adamstown, by occupation a wash-
erwoman, has a child of David Lewis and another child boarding 
also (illegible) Pampatines  & no other family [June 5, 1820] 

4. 130-132 Middle Street [Howard  Avenue] 

5. Mrs. Stockslager 217-223 Middle Street [Howard Avenue] 

NEB 41: Nancy Carter, negress, widow of Charles Carter dec., aged about 
fifty three years, resides in Mrs. Stockslager's house in Ad-
amstown washerwoman, has no family except her daughter 
Letitia Portland, who lately returned home and her son Charles, 
who is about to leave town, also Mary Carter, her daughter 
about 7 years old [June 1, 1820] 
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NEB 45:  Letitia Portland, negress, aged about 24 years, wife of Peter 
Portland now in Chambersburg, resides with her mother in Mrs. 
Stockslager's in Adamstown, washerwoman &, has three chil-
dren residing with her, viz. Ann, Joseph, and Abba, has no other 
family [June 2, 1820] 

 

NEB 46: David Henderson also Anderson, negro, aged about twenty eight 
years, lives in Mrs. Stockslager's house in Adamstown, by occu-
pation a Distiller, has a wife named Elizabeth & one child named 
Rebecca [June 2, 1820] 

 

NEB 106: Charles Carter, negro, aged about 21 years, lives with his mother 
Nancy Carter, by occupation a laborer, has no other family 
[August 16, 1820] 

6. Benjamin Galloway--Middle [Howard] and Diamond [Duke] 

NEB  67:  Benjamin Galloway, mulatto, enters that he is forty nine years, 
resides in his own house in Mussertown, has a wife named Han-
nah and two children viz. Benjamin learning the trade of Tanner 
with Ent. Reigart, one daughter Eliza Atlee, widow, both under 
the age of 21 and two grand-children viz. Eliza Brown and Con-
stant Atlee. By occupation a glazier and has no other family. The 
reason why he did not enter was, that he was about. [June 5, 
1820] 

NEB 151:  Negro Adam Smith aged about twenty eight, about five feet ten 
inches high of a light complexion, stern make, saith that he is a 
freeman serving his term with Atty. Francis Boggs near Marietta-
-single man has no family, has his home at Benjamin Galloway in 
Adamstown, by profession a laborer [September 20, 1822] 

NEB 192: Betsy Pierce, a mulatto woman, a spinster, about 25 years of 
age, spinster lives at Benjamin Galloway, served her time with 
Judge Hamilton of Carlisle, came to Lancaster last October, mar-
ried to George Pierce, who has left her [April 6, 1825] 

NEB 194: Joseph Buckram, negro, aged about 25 years, residing at Benja-
min Gallaway, by profession a labourer 

7. James Clendenin  500 Block Middle Street [Howard Avenue] 

NEB 1: James Clendenin, a mulatto enters that he is about sixty-five 
years of age, resides in a house in Mussertown in the City of Lan-
caster, is a householder, by occupation a Painter and a Glazier, 
has a wife named Elizabeth but no children, has a bound mulatto 
boy named William Clendenin about 10 years of age, learning 
said trades, and a mulatto girl about seven years of age, named 
Hannah Clark [May 29, 1820] 

NEB 82:  Richard Ward, a mulatto, aged about fifty eight years, resides at 
James Clendenin's in Mussertown, by occupation a laborer, has 
no family [June 5, 1820] 

 8. Christian Burg 515 Middle Street [Howard Avenue] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The one-story stone, log frame, and half-timber buildings found in this part of 
Mussertown, especially along Church Street and Howard Avenue, represent com-
mon house forms inhabited by laborers and artisans through the Borough of Lan-
caster.  

9. Joseph Aarons Spring Garden (probably present-day Lemon Street); 

NEB 30, 84, 85, 86, and 101 

10. Family of Issac and Charlotte Gilmore Water Street 

NEB 17, 18, 21, 36, 130, 137, 152, 175, 178, 197, 199, 224, 226, 241, 258, 290, and 291. 
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City of Lancaster, detail,  
Bridgens Atlas of Lancaster County, 1864 

Map of Lancaster County, 1851, detail- 
From Library of Congress 
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Chain of Title, 515 Howard Avenue, Lancaster, PA—Page 1 of 3 

Courtesy, LancasterHistory, Lancaster County’s Historical Society 
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Chain of Title, 515 Howard Avenue, Lancaster, PA—Page 2 of 3 

Courtesy, LancasterHistory, Lancaster County’s Historical Society 



9 

The Heritage of the Burg-Moton House, 515 Howard Avenue, City of Lancaster © SACA Development Corp.  

Research & design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA, with advise and guidance from Stephen Campbell, owner, and members of the Southeast Lancaster Oral History Project 

November 2021 

Chain of Title, 515 Howard Avenue, Lancaster, PA—Page 3 of 3 

Courtesy, LancasterHistory, Lancaster County’s Historical Society 



10 

The Heritage of the Burg-Moton House, 515 Howard Avenue, City of Lancaster © SACA Development Corp.  

Research & design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA, with advise and guidance from Stephen Campbell, owner, and members of the Southeast Lancaster Oral History Project 

November 2021 

 

Charles Moton Mortgage, 1880 
$500 indenture 

Union Building & Loan Association          
of Lancaster, PA 

 

A parcel or piece of land situated on the South 

East side of Middle Street in said City of Lan-

caster containing in front on said Middle Street 

thirty one feet and three inches more or less 

and in depth two hundred and seven feet more 

or less to a part brick alley - being numbered in 

the present system of numbering said City No. 

515 on which is erected a one and half story 

frame dwelling house - bordered on the north-

west by Middle Street... 
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Home of Charles Moton, African American property owner, 

log dwelling at 515 Middle Street, now Howard Ave,              

Lancaster, PA, built circa 1760 
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T here is no established list of the people in 

this photograph, taken at Shreiner-

Concord Cemetery in the City of Lancaster, circa 

1918. The occasion was the commemoration of 

the anniversary of the birth of Abolitionist Con-

gressman, Thaddeus Stevens (1792-1868). 

C ommunity oral tradition maintains that 

Charles Moton may be one of the people 

present for this photograph. Mr. A. L Polite of 

540 North Street, Lancaster is centrally featured 

in the photograph, holding a wreath for the 

League’s effort to honor the Radical Republican 

Congressman. Can you recognize him or any  

others?  
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Brown-Moton Wedding, The Semi-Weekly  

New Era (Lancaster, PA) · 13 June 1903 

Color Republican Club—Lancaster New Era 

(Lancaster, Pennsylvania) · 13 Sep 1890 
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Memorial_Day_Committee, Intelligencer 

Journal (Lancaster, Pennsylvania) · 25 Mar 

1892 

C. Moton Surprise 80th Birthday - New Era, 1923 
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U.S., Colored Troops Military Service Records, 1863-1865 - Ancestry.com 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/106075:1107 

Charles Moton,      

Bethel AME     

Trustee—                         

The News-Journal, 

Lancaster, PA ·       

4 Aug 1904. 
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Lancaster New 

Era (Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania) · 

9 May 1890 



Find a Grave Index 

Charles Molton (Moton) 

Gender: Male 

Birth Date: 12 May 1841 

Birth Place: 

Chattanooga, Hamilton County,           
Tennessee, United States of America 

Death Date: 18 Nov 1925 

Death Place: 

Lancaster, Lancaster County,                               
Pennsylvania, USA 

Cemetery: 

Stevens Greenland Cemetery 

Spouse: 

Maria E. Moton 

Children: 

Blanche Brown 

URL: 

https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/57170885/charles-molton 
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