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The Heritage of Urban Renewal  
 

Introduction—From the exhibit: 

Lancaster in the 60s—1660s, 1760s, 1860s, 1960s 

at LancasterHistory 
 

“After World War II, the nation-and Lancaster-experienced o popu-

lation boom. As more people moved to the suburban businesses fol-

lowed. Between 1955 and 1964, Lancaster County lost 1,750 farms 

to development. Suburban malls overtook small shops as the seat of 

commerce. Affordable housing became hard to find. 

The creation of the Lancaster Redevelopment Authority marked the 

beginning of Urban Renewal in the city, a phenomenon that also 

swept the nation. In 1962, a $10 million plan was announced to re-

habilitate North Queen Street-the heart of downtown Lancaster. 

Complaints poured in over the next four years. The plan would dis-

place families, destroy historic architecture, and divide communi-

ties. The project continued despite objections and demolition began 

in 1966. The North Queen Street project became a notorious failure 

in the Lancaster community. 

Other Urban Renewal projects yielded mixed results. The Higbee 

School, now Martin Luther King Elementary School, opened in 1968. 

The Redevelopment Authority created low-income and subsidized 

rental housing to relocate families displaced by the project.               

As a result, long-established neighborhoods were torn apart,         

disrupting connections and further disenfranchising residents. 

As suburbanization rapidly expanded, and the city was in a fit of 

demolition, counter-movements sprung up to save Lancaster's green 

spaces and preserve its historic places. Private and public partner-

ships began to work together to save historic properties in Lancaster 

County and to preserve tracts of natural lands.” 

Conestoga Elks State Conference Parade, South Duke Street, view southeast.    
Approximate location of the linked historical marker, circa 1950.                                                            
Photograph courtesy of the family of Leon B. "Buddy" Glover Jr.   
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Reproduction of interpretive marker, located near southeast corner of South Duke Street at North Street 
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Atlas of Lancaster County                        

1899 

Southeast City  

Neighborhoods - 

An Urban Renewal  

Target Area 

North Street, Lancaster, PA, circa 1890. Photographer unknown.   

From Clyde Brown Collection, courtesy, Kathleen Anderson  
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Haefner’s Empire Brewery, Locust Street between South Lime & Pershing Streets, until 1960s 
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1960s-Adams/Musser Renewal Area-View North 
American Caramel Factory demolished. Site preparation for public housing tower. 
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Lancaster 
1912 

Sanborn Fire                           

Insurance 

Map 

Sheet 46 - 

South Duke Street 

Corridor 

 

Find this and other 
Sanborn Maps at                        

Penn State                                  
University Library-                
Free & downloadable 
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Lancaster New Era, May 13, 1944 
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Photo courtesy City of Lancaster 
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Mercer Avenue, circa 1960 
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Photos courtesy City of Lancaster 
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“In June 1962 Lancaster Redevelopment Authority Director Burrell B. Cohen                                                                                                                                             

led a walking tour of the Adams-Musser Towns urban renewal area in the city's                                                                                                                                   

southeastern quadrant. In a story accompanying a photograph of Cohen... the New Era                                                                                                                 

added a caption that described the expedition as "Tour Dreamland."                                                                                                                                                                                  

Photograph courtesy Bureau of Planning, City of Lancaster.”  Excerpt of text of photo caption by staff, Bureau of Planning. 
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City photographer finds a gathering young 

people at 402 South Ann Street, April 1964. 
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First Property                           
Acquisition 
 

Adams-Musser Towns 

Renewal Area                   

613 South Duke Street 

April 1964. 

 

Where are they now? 
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Two and one-half-story, 19th century dwelling within the Adamstown Renewal Project area is described in City photo                

archives as a “Demonstration House.” This is an example of the limited number of existing, historic properties improved 

rather than demolished in this area of the City during this period.  Rear exterior elevation after rehab, December 1967. 

Rare example of housing 
rehabilitation-                                  
70 Locust Street  
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For more information, read 

this in-depth report published 

by LNP, January 17, 2016 

Subscribers have free                

on line access 
 

This report: Impact of Urban Renewal 

 

976 buildings demolished, 1960s and 70s 

 

831 units of rental housing developed                   

with assistance from public sources 

 

358 Lancaster property owners who refused 

to rent or sell to Black families, 1964-65 

 

144 homes built or rehabilitated in Southeast 

Lancaster and sold by Spanish American 

Civic Association to first-time homebuyers, 

1993-2016 
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The defining research to date on                   

the impacts of Urban Renewal in                 

the City of Lancaster 

 

By Professor David Schuyler,                   

Franklin & Marshall College,                          

Lancaster, PA 

 

The Pennsylvania State University Press 

University Park, PA, 2002 

‘TEARING DOWN-TO MAKE WAY FOR PROGRESS’ 



20 

Background Report: Urban Renewal in Southeast Lancaster, PA     © SACA Development Corp.  April 2022 

Prepared in consultation with members of the African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania:  Research, photography and graphic design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA. 



21 

Background Report: Urban Renewal in Southeast Lancaster, PA     © SACA Development Corp.  April 2022 

Prepared in consultation with members of the African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania:  Research, photography and graphic design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA. 



22 

Background Report: Urban Renewal in Southeast Lancaster, PA     © SACA Development Corp.  April 2022 

Prepared in consultation with members of the African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania:  Research, photography and graphic design by Randolph Harris, consulting historian, Lancaster, PA. 

Project scope and sites recommended for approval at the monthly meeting                                                      

of the African American Historical Society of South Central Pennsylvania, 

August 16, 2020 
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